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Ours Ozanam kids played games vs Sprattleyfam Basketball and High Profile Basketball at St. Andrew Playground Brooklyn NY, 
Attended Educational Forum at St. Francis of Brooklyn New York and visit several famous NY Landmarks

Ozanam Culture Exchange Brooklyn NY!
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WORDS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
The summer of 2022 was nothing short of amazing!!! Our programs are all 
flourishing and operating in this new way of living during COVID. Over 
600+ youth participated in our summer activities that included summer 

camp, breakfast club and summer league  Ozanam looks forward to our fall 
programming that begins after Labor Day.

TOP LEFT: Darelle Porter and First Family. BOTTOM LEFT: Ozanam Alumn Major Harris Day in Pittsburgh and 
the renaming of a street to Major Harris Way PRICELESS!!! TOP RIGHT: Darelle Porter and Clarence Battle in 
front of the Garden. Ozanam Culture Exchange Trip. BOTTOM RIGHT: Wrapping up another Sucessful Learn & 
Earn Summer Work Program! Great job To our Youth!
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Pitt/Ozanam Skills Camp

Thank You Jeff Capel and the Mens 
Pitt Basketball team for the free 

fundamentals drills and  
nice giveaways!!!!  

Our OZANAM kids loved the clinic.
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Duquesnse Women’s Basketball Camp

Thanks Duquesne Women’s Basketball 
for coming to work with the youth  

of OZANAM.  
 

When one of your former players comes 
back with her new school to work with your 

youth !!!! PRICELESS
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Negro League Greats!!
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University of Pittsburgh Digital Ambassadors Digital Program

Getting to Know: Paris

Tell us about yourself: Where you grew up?   
High School/College. Introduction to sports? Etc.

I grew up in the Hill District where I attended Schenley High 
School. After graduating high school I attended Southern 
University in Louisiana. I was introduced to all sports by 
Coach Petie, a mentor for many children in my community. 

Q.   How were you introduced to Ozanam?

I was introduced to Ozanam in Junior High School. Coach 
Petie encouraged me and other children to participate in 
Ozanam to further our passion and commitment to sports. 

Q.   What age group did you play? Name the teams 
you played for and who were the coaches? Were 
you part of any Ozanam traveling teams. If so, 
where did you travel and play?

I started in the fourteen and under age group with the 
Player’s Team led by Coach Petie. I participated in all AAU 
traveling teams to include 14 under, 16 under and 19 under. 

With these teams I traveled to New Orleans, Norristown and 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Q.   Were you part of any Ozanam traveling teams? 
If so, where did you travel and play?

Please see answer above. 

Q.   Describe your Ozanam experience.

My experience with the Ozanam Program was critical for my 
development and growth as an athlete, teammate and man. 
Ozanam’s commitment to positive developmental training, 
educational programming, and academic support services 
directly contributed to my social development, leadership 
abilities and emotional intelligence. 

Through the Ozanam Program I was able to experience 
victories, achieve personal bests, and receive praise from 
coaches and teammates. All of these moments helped build 
self-confidence and prove that I could achieve great success 
with hard work and commitment. 

Q.   Professionally, what 
Ozanam lesson transferred 
into career?

There were several important life skills learned through sports 
and participation in the Ozanam Program that transferred into my 
professional career. Two of most critical skills that transferred to my 
professional career were focus and resiliency. 

Athletes have to learn self-discipline and “block out” distractions 
while sharpening their focus on the things that are important 
and most relevant. Next, I believe the most important athletic 
transferable skill in sports is resiliency. Similar to sports, life throws 
us curve balls and tests our character all the time, and what we do 
with the stress and adversity we face in life directly impacts our 
professional success or failure.  Playing sports with the Ozanam 
really help me develop the resiliency necessary to excel in my career 
and life as a black man.

Q.   How influential is Ozanam to lives of individuals?

The Ozanam program has been so influential for not only myself, 
but so many people in Western PA for over 50 years. This program 
provides kids a sense of purpose and community that otherwise 
would not be readily available. 

Q.   What does officiating in the infamous Ozanam 
Summer Basketball League in which you played, mean  
to you? 

Very humbling in that I have the opportunity to give back to the 
organization that gave me so much. 

Q.   How would you explain Ozanam to people unfamiliar 
with the 50-plus year-old organization?

I would tell anyone unfamiliar with this program that it is an 
extraordinary village designed to protect, develop and enable our 
youth to impact positive change, not only, in our communities, but in 
the world! 

Q.   What would you add about Ozanam?

I really appreciate this organization for everything it has done and 
will continue to do. I am dedicated to supporting this organization as 
I believe it is so critical for our youth today. 

ALUMNI: PARIS BUNDRIGE
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One of A Kind

In life it is a rare experience for a person to meet an 
individual who everyone admires.  Say hello to Mr. 
Clarence Battle or depending on your relationship, you 
may engage with him as Mr. C, CB, or Mr. Ammon. 
He is beloved by an insane number of people. He is 
one of those special people, that if you get mad or do 
not like him, an inner evaluation is needed.  

Clarence has devoted his life to Ammon Recreation 
Center, located in the historical Hill District. 
Basically stated, Clarence  is a “staple in the Hill 
District!” All who pass through Ammon have been 
fortunate to have shared a greeting, conversation, or 
laugh with a man who is committed to betterment 
of kids.

For 30-plus years, “Home Slice” affectionately 
named by Darelle Porter, (more to come on story 
behind, “home slice”)  Clarence has enjoyed life’s 
journey with his wife, Charlene Battle. Do you see 
the equation: CB + CB = The Battles!!!

It appears as coach; Mr. C, mastered the skill of 
cutting players. “Mr. C. was proficient in cutting 
players,” stated Porter. In addition, you can add 
Major Harris to Mr. C.’s cut list.”  Listening to 
the back-and-forth story, which is full of laughter, 
evident is the love between the two.

The Ammon affect began at tender age of 
13years old. “I became stuck on Ammon 
the first-time I stepped inside. “ Ammon 
had everything. I did not have to leave the 
community to do anything,” shared

Mr. C. Activities included street dances, ceramic 
classes, talent shows, music. “ People do not 
know; music is my second love. I thought I 
would either be a singer or baseball player.” – “ 
I won an elementary school contest, singing a 
Michael Jackson’s song.” he added. 

Mr. C’s sports fond memories included meeting 
national sports figures and Pittsburgh legends. 
Baseball great Barry Bonds and Pittsburgh 
basketball legends, such as Schenley High 
and St. Francis University, Clarence Hopson, 
Schenley High Stud, and Jacksonville 
University star,  Ricky “Black Magic” Coleman, 
and Schenley great, Marquette, and NBA All-
Star and World Champion, the late Maurice 
Lucas. “ There were times, I hid underneath 
Ammon bleachers to watch games. While most 
kids were watching cartoons on Saturday’s, I 
was up watching basketball greatness compete 
on Ammon’s basketball court.”

continued on page 13
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Decades of superb talent continued dunking and 
shooting inside Ammon. Clarence was witness 
to some of the best coaches from around the 
country recruiting Pittsburgh’s talent playing at 
Ammon. “It was crazy the coaches that came 
to watch games at Ammon. Coach Odom, 
Wake Forest, Coach Guthrie, Coach Evans, and 
coaches kept coming.” stated Clarence. “I was in 
awe – Big time Division I head coaches.”  

Serving as a volunteering at Ammon proved to 
be a pivotal elevated change in Clarence’s life. 
The major change, Mr. Dean, then supervisor of 
Ammon. “Mr. Dean changed my life!” 

Mr. Dean influenced Clarence’s personal and 
professional development and how today he 
lives his life.

•	 Mr. Dean was my second dad. He was 
a father figure. My dad was the serious 
military type. He was not into sports.    
I certainly learned discipline.

•	 My first job at Ammon, thanks to Mr. 
Dean, was lunch aide.

•	 He guided me into different sports. 
Through sports he taught life lessons and 
importance of team chemistry. He was 
never vocal. He knew how to get guys to 
do what he needed them to do. Wanted to 
create same team atmosphere as a coach.

•	 An extremely negative experience,  
Mr. Dean turned into a teachable/growing 
moment. Lessoned learned through 
fighting:
- Stop fighting
- Do not get hyped/stay calm
- Do not follow crowd/Be yourself   
- Stay out of trouble.

•	 Stayed connected with Mr. Dean’s five 
children, now adults.

Clarence mastered Mr. Dean’s life formula for 
connecting with people. His years of working with 
children through baseball and sports, is celebrated 
during his annual summer CB celebration. CB day 
is attended by family, friends, and grown men and 
women Mr. C. influenced as kids. “Thanks to Jeffrey 
Snipe and Antwan Smalls for spearheading CB day 
by having conversations with Councilman Lavelle.”

“CB day celebration, is my way to give back to 
people who helped him: namely Darelle Porter, 
Donald Smith, lifeguards, officials/referees.” 
Major “thank you” to Mr. Porter and Robert 
Sledge who push CB day and putting monies 
behind event.” said Clarence. Would love to have 
CB event sponsored.

His humility and caring spirit resemble that of his 
mentor, Mr. Dean. 

To be a dreamer, life’s reality has beamed with 
sunshine. If Clarence has crossed your path, it’s 
not luck, it’s a blessing!



Keeping ourselves hydrated throughout the day is crucial to maintaining health and well-being.  
Sixty percent of our body is made up of water. An average person needs to drink six to eight glasses of water daily. 

Here are eight benefits of drinking water – one for each cup to make it easy to remember!

1. Deliver oxygen -Considering that blood is 90% water, 
water is vital for transporting oxygen from our lungs to 
the different parts of the body. This is important since 
most of our body functions need oxygen to work.

2. Lubricates the joints - Cartilage contains 80% water. 
It is essential since this connective tissue allows joints 
to move in fluid motion and cushions bones against 
impact. In short, it reduces friction in joints, which 
prevents wear and tear of bones.

3. Regulates temperature - One of the most considerable 
implications this has is that it affects how we regulate 
body temperature. The body uses water to cool off 
when the body is too hot through perspiration. It cools 
the body and lowers it back to normal when we sweat.

4.  Flushes body waste - Sweat, urine, and feces can only 
be formed using water. Water is vital in eliminating 
harmful toxins in the body. Without water, there is 
a high chance these toxins would stay in the body, 
leading to problems in our organs such as our liver  
and kidneys.

5.  Maintain blood pressure - Blood becomes thicker and viscous when we are dehydrated. 
Dehydration often results in the kidney releasing renin, resulting in sodium and water 
retention in the body to correct the low fluid volume. If this response stays constant, it often 
results in high blood pressure.

6.  Digestion - Water helps break down food to help the body absorb the nutrients found in 
food. Without it, most of the nutrients we eat would not be processed or used by the body. 
Water also helps soften stool and prevents constipation. 

                 https://cleanwaterinternational.org/
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Benefits of Drinking Water
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