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Bradley Hill
Ozanam is where I like to swim.

Gyaire Williams
Ozanam is where I like to do work.

Levon Green
Ozanam is fun because we can go to 
the gym and do our homework.

Jayona Wallace
Ozanam is a place to learn.

Ja’miah Yates
Ozanam is a place where I come to learn.

Damere Evens
Ozanam is a good place to be and it’s fun.

Micah Harris
Ozanam is Awesome. I love it!
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Christmas Coats With Curtis
For the last 12-13 years Curtis Aiken, former University of Pittsburgh Men’s Basketball alumni, and his company 
ProTech have sponsored Christmas Coats for our Ozanam afterschool participants. Ozanam leadership and 
participant met at Burlington’s downtown Pittsbugh on Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021. Curtis’ story behind his passion 
to ensure parents and families are prepared for winter season stems from his upbringing as a child growing up in 
Buffalo, New York. He shared his unique childhood experience with those attending. Kids and parents gleamed 
with huge smiles while picking out warm garments.

A very special Christmas Ozanam “Thank You” to Curtis, Dr. Andrew Goss 
and John Smith of FedEx Ground for providing all of our youth with new 
winter coat, hats, and gloves.

What people are saying:
“Thanks Curtis Aiken and his company ProTech always comng through Year-af-
ter-year! Darelle you and your staff is stellar, always making your program excellent 
for the children.” “Happy Holidays to All!”~Diane Sledge
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A big huge Ozanam Thanksgiving “Thank 
You” to Curtis Aiken and his entire staff 
from Pro Tech for providing Thanksgiving 
Dinner with all the fixins and trimmings 
for our students and staff. Curtis and his 
staff have sponsored Ozanam home cooked 
Thanksgiving Dinner for over 10 years.

Thanksgiving with Pro Tech!

GRATITUDE
Ozanam extends a huge thank you to parents, grandparents, guardians,

and all who throughout this year took time, sacrificed, and graciously involved
their children within our afterschool program, summer league, community services,

and many other programs. 



WORDS FROM  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Ozanam had a wonderful 2021 with the 
programming serving over 500 youth in 
Pittsburgh and surrounding areas. We were 
able to add new locations while continuing 
to produce world class programming despite 
the always changing pandemic world we 
live in currently. Ozanam looks forward to 
keeping the same quality in the upcoming 
year of 2022 programming.

Winter tips
Eat healthy, stay active. Eat fruits and vegetables which pack nutrients and help lower the 
risk for certain diseases.  Also, be active for at least 2½ hours a week and help kids and 
teens be active for at least 1 hour a day.

Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in a motor vehicle. Always buckle your children 
in the car using a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt according to their height, 
weight, and age. Buckle up every time, no matter how short the trip.

Wash hands often to help prevent the spread of germs. It’s flu season. Wash your hands 
with soap and clean running water for at least 20 seconds.

Bundle up to stay dry and warm. Wear appropriate outdoor clothing: light, warm layers, 
gloves, hats, scarves, and waterproof boots.

Practice fire safety. Most residential fires occur during the winter months, so don’t leave 
fireplaces, space heaters, food cooking on stoves, or candles unattended. Have an emer-
gency plan and practice it regularly.
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Getting to know Coach Rogers   
I was born and raised in North Carolina in the City 
of Washington. I had a terrific childhood filled with 
enjoying my family and friends. As a 
teenager, I worked in the tobacco fields 
which was a big industry in my city. I also 
picked cucumbers as a job. Those were 
the days. I always say, “you can take me 
out of North Carolina, but you can’t take 
North Carolina out of me.

The reason I moved to Pittsburgh is my 
wife is from Pittsburgh and we met in 
North Carolina. She went back to The 
University of Pittsburgh to get her Ph.D. 
in education and I’m still here thirty 
years later. 

I went to Wake Forest University on a 
Four-year Basketball Scholarship, where I started 
and starred. While at Wake Forest, I coached a 
little AAU during the summer and would work the 
Five-Star camps at Robert Morris University. This is 
where I basically started my Coaching career.

My first Coaching position started at Greensboro 
Day School. From there, I went on to coach at 
Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina. My 
first Coaching position here in Pittsburgh was 
at Carlynton School District coaching middle 
school and working with the High School. I went 
on to coach at Duquesne University, University 
of Pittsburgh, Seton LaSalle High School, and 
Youngstown State University.  At the present 
time, I am the Head Boys Basketball Coach at 
Gateway High School in Monroeville, PA.

Q.  How were you introduced to Ozanam? 
How did you become involved with 
organization? 

A. I was introduced to Ozanam by the 
Executive Director of Ozanam Darelle 
Porter. 

     I was one of the coaches 
for the AAU basketball 
team and later became the 
Director of the After School 
Program is how I became 
involved with the Ozanam 
Organization.

INTERVIEW Q & A: COACH ALVIS ROGERS
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Q.  How have you seen the organization 
evolve?

A.  When I first started with the organization 
there was no summer camp or breakfast 
club. But through the years these 
programs have become a fixture in the 
organization over the years.

Q.  What is your role and responsibilities with 
Ozanam? How many years have you 
been part of staff?  How do you balance 
high school head coaching with Ozanam 
position?

A.  My role and responsibility with Ozanam 
is working with the After School Program 
and running Breakfast Club Summer 
Camp Basketball Skill Development. I 
have been a part of the Ozanam staff 
now about 15 years. The balancing high 
school coaching with Ozanam is difficult 
especially during basketball season 
because I don’t get the time to be with 
the after-school program due to practice 
and games taking up most of my time.

Q.  What are benefits working with 
elementary and high school kids? 

A.  The benefits of working with elementary 
and high school kids are seeing the kids 
grow in their sport and into young adults 
and teenagers.

Q.  For kids that you serve, what programs 
excite you?

A.  All the programs Ozanam offers are 
exciting programs so I cannot say. 
However, I have one particular program 
that excites me more than another. 

Q.  How influential is Ozanam to the lives  
of individuals?

A.  I feel that the Ozanam program is very 
influential to the lives of individuals who 
take advantage of the many programs 
that are offered. Ozanam offers a lot of 
positive reinforcements and mentoring to 
the individuals who take advantage of 
the programs. 

Q.  How would you explain Ozanam to a 
person unfamiliar with organization?

A.  Ozanam is one of the best if not the best 
program in the area where you can get 
to do many fun activities, learn about 
prominent legends of the Hill District, 
and get to be around positive mentors. 
One of the things that people don’t 
know is that all the programs that the 
Ozanam Organization has are Free. Where 
else in Pittsburgh can you find high-
level programs presenting life changing 
experiences.
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Early inductions honoring basketball careers and leadership 
legacy were hailed upon Executive Director and Assistant 
Executive Director. 

The Achieving Greatness Annual 7th City League Hall-of-
Fame ceremony was held Friday, December 3, 2021, inside 
the lavish and classy Heinz Field, Home of Pittsburgh 
Steelers. Mr. Porter and Dr. Hall were bestowed beautiful 
plaques respectively for their community work and sustaining 
Ozanam’s supreme legacy. 

Mr. Porter a Pittsburgh Perry Traditional Academy Football 
and Basketball scholar-athlete and University of Pittsburgh 
former men’s basketball stalwart, who captured similar 
academic honors, was honored with the prestigious Carl 
Kohlman Award for his stellar leadership of Ozanam, Inc.

His message of “giving back and making a difference” 
resonated with 300-plus in attendance. “I’m humbled by 
the Carl Kohlman Award. Mr. Kohlman believed in me as a 
youngster, I’m thankful to keep his legacy alive while making 
a difference in another child’s life.”

Hall Of Fame Inductions 
Among Executives

Although not a city league player, Dr. Hall has worked with city league 
high school girls’ basketball teams and through Ozanam has committed to 
enhance community and elevate boys and girls in the Ozanam program. 
She received an Honorary induction. She shared “open door for others. 
Mentorship is helpful; however, sponsorship moves people through 
economic doors and fills seats at table to utilize voice for change.”

Ozanam Board Members
Officers: 
Milona Wall
Board President

Darelle Porter
Executive Director
Program Director

Dr. Karen Hall
Assistant Executive Director
Director of Communication

Members: 
   Howard Bullard
Former Administrator/Principal

Nelson Cooper
Finance Specialist PNC Merchant Services

Timothy Freeman 
Superintendent, Warren Preparatory 
Academy
 
 Dr. Rahmon Hart
Director of Community Relations
Rivers Casino

John Morgan 

Diane Stotts
Clinical Transformation Consultant
Highmark Inc.
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Induction speech during Western Pennsylvania 
Chapter SportsHall-of-Fame



Ozanam Cultural Center was founded by the late Carl 
Kohlman in 1969. Ozanam was named after Frederic 
Ozanam, the founder of St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Funding by the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Charitable 
Organizations, and Sponsors enabled transformative 
programming for an enormous number of boys and 
girls from the inner city of Pittsburgh, surrounding 
communities, and counties.

Ozanam’s original name was the Ozanam Cultural 
Center originally located at 1833 Wylie Avenue. It is 
also noted, Ozanam, in the early 1970’s was a Catholic 
school, grades Pre-K thru First. Lost in the richness 
of Ozanam’s history is the world-renowned Ozanam 

Strings led by the late Sr. Francis Assisi Gorham.  
Sr. Francis Assisi, taught youngsters from the Hill, 
how to play musical instruments within the four 
musical groups: percussions, strings, woodwinds, 
and brass. A special group was formed that would 
become; The Ozanam Strings. These youngsters 
traveled across the map to play in concerts, including 
concerts at Carnegie Music Hall in New York, 
City. Each concert ended with an arousing standing 
ovation! The Ozanam Strings were fabulous and 
phenomenal. In the world we live today, Ozanam 
Strings would be a household entity and overbooked 
with national and international engagements to perform.
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Today, Ozanam remains a safe pillar of the historical 
Hill District Community for youth and housed in 
Ammon Recreation Center, 2217 Bedford Avenue. 

The Ozanam Cultural Center enabled youth to work 
on after school homework with adults, learn about 
the arts, social events, taught a plethora of life skills, 
and established life-long relationships. Ozanam has 
been a major impact in so many lives that Ozanam is 
affectionately referred by alumni as O.Z.! 

Now, 53 years later, Ozanam continues to shine. 
The dangling carrot of Ozanam sports, basketball 
specifically, brings kids from different communities, 
walks of life together, beginning their life lesson 
in diversity and inclusion. These kids benefit from 
Ozanam’s academic commitment, cultural domestic 
and international exchange, social medium, and 
established reputation of the Ozanam Summer 
Basketball League.

The Ozanam Summer Basketball League for decades 
has created a national reputation for kids today. 
Collegiate Coaches form the nations top universities 
and colleges found their way to Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District. These Head coaches and assistants watched 
and recruited the best talent that graced Ozanam 
lower courts and Grandville upper outdoor courts 
from June through the end of July.

Ozanam stands alone as a unique non-profit locally 
and nationally as the alumni base is global. Ozanam 
is led by alumnus, Mr. Darelle Porter and Dr. Karen 
Hall. Both grew up in the Hill District, earned college 
basketball scholarships, and continue to influence in 
their daily lives. As prepsters, both became part of 
Mr. Kohlman’s inner circle. They learned the system 
of Ozanam. Ozanam’s business is in the good hands 
of two high-character adults, who are champions of 
service and leadership.

Alumni names of the men and women who developed 
in Ozanam are endless. Success and professions 
represented include Lawyers, Government Officials, 
Olympians, College Hall-of-Famers, Finance/
Banking, Educators, Collegiate Coaches, and many 
others. Alumni live and represent colleges and 
universities from all regions of the country and 
internationally.

The purpose of Ozanam’s program is to help 
boys and girls of Western Pennsylvania develop 
into responsible young adults through positive, 
developmental training, including educational 
programming, athletic competition, social and 
cultural activities and exchanges, and additional 
support services.
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Specifically, Ozanam after school program services 
children and teenage youth an opportunity to:

• promote personal development by expanding 
gender opportunities in programming,

• exposure to multiple experiences outside 
their communities, city, and state.

• athletically by enhancing their capabilities as 
students and student-athletes. 

Many of the children who walked through 
Ozanam’s doors remain in the program until they 
graduate from high school. Through long-term 
and engaging relationships developed with the 
coaches, participants view Ozanam coaches and 
staff as mentors. Participants realize that Ozanam’s’ 
nurturing environment provide opportunities 
extended far beyond basketball. These participants, 
because of their Ozanam experience, become 
lifelong active alumni.

Darelle Porter, present Executive Director and Dr. 
Karen Hall, Assistant Executive Director, grew 
up in Ozanam program, earned college basketball 
scholarships, University of Pittsburgh, and University 
of Nevada Las Vegas. They replicate the program 
influentially in their development of adults. 

Technology has extended the reach and elevated 
programming. Coaches and staff assist participants 
and their families with paperwork for college. 
Many receive both, academic and athletic 
scholarships. These young players develop into 
disciplined, respectful young men and women 
committed to their academic’s. Many receive 
academic and athletic scholarships.

Ozanam, Inc. programs provide participants:

• strengthen educational skills giving 
participants confidence in the classroom,

• Academic Enhancement and homework 
help through direct tutorial assistance 
from students representing University 
of Pittsburgh, Duquesne University, and 
Carnegie Mellon University.

• Developmental training enhancing 
social, emotional, creative, physical, and 
leadership skills of each youth.

• Cultural tours of Hill District landmarks, 
New Granada Theater and Crawford Grille. 
In addition, famous residents, Playwriter, 
August Wilson and Singer/Songwriters 
George Benson and Lena Horne.

• Partnerships with University of Pittsburgh 
Community Engagement Center, University 
of Pittsburgh Department of Athletics, 
and University of Pittsburgh Department 
of Computer Technology. Iota Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi. Participants interact with 
professionals, who like them, once wore 
the infamous Ozanam t-shirt. Occupation 
role models include: Entrepreneurs, Chief 
Executive Officers, Technological Careers, 
Collegiate Professors and Coaches, 
Law Enforcement, Executive Directors, 
Olympians, Government, and many others.

Ultimately, the means justify the ends, Ozanam’s 
participants graduate at a high rate of 95%. More 
impressive, participants move onto institutions of 
higher education.

Ozanam is committed to making a difference in 
the lives of youth served; to enhance and enrich 
the quality of their lives.

The legacy of Mr. Kohlman and his vision to 
connect academic, arts, and athletics continues.
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orange yogurt ice cream 

Black Bean BroWniesassorted Berries

Fruit crumBles

Tasty Healthy Holiday Desserts

STEELERS SUNDAY
Officer Sylvester Wright you started this amazing partnership. Ozanam enjoying Sunday football at the 
Pittsburgh Steelers game! Thank you to Police Chief Scott Schubert, Sergeant Tiffany Kline Coasta and 
Coconut Water Officer Peyton and Steelers defensisv end, Stephon. Tuitt for hosting and sponsoring a 
wonderful day our kids will remember. Participants along with Ozanam staff experience positive interaction 
with police. Steelers won game 19-13 against Tennesse Titans at Heinz Field.
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Volleyball at 
Ammon.

University of Pittsburgh Women’s Volleyball nationally ranked team shared talents with Ozanam kids at Ammons. Community 
service is part of programs philosophy.  Energy and engagement filled the gym air along with volleyballs. Pitt Volleyball team 
have soared throughout years of playing together.

In their five years together, their teams had gone 135-20, made five NCAA tournaments and reached heights Pitt volleyball had 
never previously seen — first with an Elite Eight appearance last season and, now, a Final Four. Together, they had established 
Pitt as the kind of national power it wasn’t before their arrival on campus.
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Congratulations: Final Four Runner Up!



LaCross at  
Ammon.

Ozanam’s spectacular partnership with University of Pittsburgh continues as our kids experienced an amazing day 
with Pitts Lacrosse team. The Lacrosse team introduced the game and donated 50 pair of Nike shoes to our youth.
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Westinghouse Bulldog, Dayon Hayes, 
City League Grad came back to give 
of his time

Central Catholic Grad Elliot Donald 
(Aaron’s nephew) interacting and giving 
back to our youth

The Pitt football players were great  
interacting with the youth

Gift opening time They really enjoyed interacting and 
playing BBall with our students

Group pic of all students and players

Christmas comes early for Brad Hill  
at Ozanam.

Football at  
Ammon.
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The reason for the season is to give back. A very Special Ozanam Christmas Heartfelt Thank You to the University of Pittsburgh 
Football team for taking time out of their busy schedules to give Christmas gifts to our youth. They will be leaving after 
Christmas for the program’s biggest Bowl game in decades, and they still were able to find time to give back to our youth.

Congratulations Atlantic Coast  
Conference Champions!



 Power of Ozanam influence
The powerful influence of Ozanam... 
Special Ozanam/Josh Gibson 
Foundation “Thank You” to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation for 
taking time to help teach our Hill 
District youth the fundamentals of 
hockey and also for the equipment.  
Also, Ozanam’s spectacular partnership 
with University of Pittsburgh continues 
as our kids experienced an amazing day 
with Pitts Lacrosse team. The Lacrosse 
team introduced the game and donated 
50 pair of Nike shoes to our youth.

Mayor Elect Mr. Ed Gainey 

has pledged to make our City’s 

most valuable commodity,  

our youth, a priority in his 

upcoming administration.
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Ozanam sponsors a bus for fans to celebrate 
with Major Harris in Morgantown.
A day filled with excitement and smiles.
“You can stop the pass, you can stop the run, 
but you can’t stop the Major!!”

WVU Retires Ozanam’s Major Harris’ Jersey
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Completing tasks often takes teamwork.Learning heat seal at O.Z.

Concentration on academic at OzanamOzanam Afterschool program at work

Phoenix Suns NBA Champion. Cam Johnson/Ozanam Skills Camp

Activities and Events: 2021

Historic Anderson Manor now an Ozanam 
after-school program site in Manchester.
To Dr.Rahmon Hart and fellow Brothers of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Graduate
Chapter, thank you!

Ozanam alumni William Caye  Allegheny County, 
Court of Common Pleas Candidate for Judge.



Ozanam at NBA FinalsOzanam at NBA Finals

Damier “Day Day” Benjamin (Lft) and loves to 
draw. He and Citiparks EJ showing their art-
work. Look out Creative and Performing Arts 
(CAPA) Ozanam has one coming your way.

Ten Tremendous Leadership Lessons:  
A Guide to Leadership Learning.

Developmental clinic participants warm up 
and run.

Ozanam Skill Development kids enjoyed a 
PITT Victory.

Ozanam at NBA Finals

Football, Fun, Food, & Friends @ Heinz Field
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Activities and Events: 2021



Westinghouse Shawniece 
“Pepper” Wilson. 

Pittsburgh Obama  
Academy Head Girls  

Basketball Coach,  
Monique  McCoy, and 

Three of Pittsburgh city 
league basketball and  

footballs finest.

Ozanam Alumni

Pittsburgh Basketball 
Club HOF Inductees: 

Penn Hills via Univ. of 
Pittsburgh Constance “ 

Connie “ Hurt and   
Clarion University  

All-American”  
Carlita Jones- Evans.

City League  
Hall-of-Fame 

Ozanam Newsletter Page 18



1.Kwanza celebrated its 50th Birthday in 2016 
The holiday was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 
1966 to celebrate family, culture and heritage, and is 
modeled after the first harvest celebrations in Africa.

2. The Number Seven 
There are 7 Principles and 7 Primary Symbols that 
emphasize a unique set of values and ideals during 
the 7 days of Kwanzaa… also spelled with 7letters.

3. Umoja is Unity 
With over 2000 languages spoken on the African 
continent, Kwanzaa adopted one of the many unifying 
languages, Swahili, which is spoken by millions on the 
African continent. The name Kwanzaa comes from a 
Swahili phrase meaning “first fruits.”

4. Red, Black and Green 
The colors of Kwanzaa reflect the Pan-
African movement representing “unity” for peoples 
of African descent worldwide: Black for the 
people, red for the noble blood that unites all people of 
African ancestry, and green for the rich land of Africa. 

aFrican american Facts

 Facts aBout kWanza

5. Stamp That! 
The first US postage stamp to commemorate Kwanzaa 
was issued in 1997. There have been 5 designs 
released since then, the most recent being in 2016.

6. A Universal Message 
Kwanzaa is rooted in African culture, however, people 
from all racial and ethnic backgrounds are welcomed 
to join in the celebration. 

7. Star Power 
Celebrities who have been known to celebrate 
Kwanzaa every year include Oprah, Maya Angelou, 
Chuck D, Angelina Jolie, and Synthia Saint James 
(who designed the first Kwanzaa postage stamp.)    

 Seven Interesting facts about Kwanzaa | PBS

Ozanam, Inc.
PO Box 99953 Pittsburgh, PA 15233  
412.583.2249   www.ozanaminc.org
ozanaminc@gmail.com
Darelle Porter, Executive Director
Program Director

Thank You: 
Swank Construction Company., LLC, T.E.A.C.H.E.R.S.,  
First National Bank, APOST, Pittsburgh Public Schools,  
Department of Human Services, Duquesne University Learning 
Center, University of Pittsburgh, McGinley Foundation,  
UPMC, Citiparks, BNY Mellon, Josh Gibson Foundation,  
Dr. Maria Townsend, Heinz Endowment, Pittsburgh Promise,  
Fuel Up to Play 60, Clark Hill Thorpe Reed., Dave Edmunds,  
The Ross Family, Urban Officials, Focus Imaging & Printing, 
Community Leadership and Development.
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